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The following is the text of the address delivered by the Leader of the Opposition Joe 
Bossano to the Fourth Committee of the United Nations in New York. Mr Bossano departed 
from this text to reply to and condemn the intervention of the Spanish Ambassador. 
  

GIBRALTAR : LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION’S ADDRESS 
UNITED NATIONS 4TH COMMITTEE 4 OCTOBER 2006 

  
MR CHAIRMAN 
  
THE ONLY REASON WE ARE ALL HERE TODAY DISCUSSING GIBRALTAR, IS BECAUSE IT REMAINS AS A NON-
SELF GOVERNING TERRITORY STILL, AWAITING DECOLONIZATION. 
  
40 YEARS AGO, THIS COMMITTEE OPPOSED A REFERENDUM WHICH THE UK WAS ORGANISING FOR OUR 
PEOPLE TO VOTE ON SPANISH PROPOSALS FOR GIBRALTAR TO BE DECOLONIZED BY INTEGRATION WITH 
SPAIN.   THE 1967 REFERENDUM MASSIVELY REJECTED SPAIN’S PROPOSALS AND THIS COMMITTEE TOLD THE 
COLONIAL POWER TO IGNORE THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE AND PURSUE NEGOTIATIONS WITH SPAIN TO SETTLE 
GIBRALTAR’S FUTURE AND BRING ABOUT ITS DECOLONIZATION. 
  
SPAIN IMPOSED DISCRIMINATORY RESTRICTIONS ON GIBRALTAR BECAUSE THE UK REFUSED AT FIRST TO 
COMPLY.  THESE HAVE BEEN RELAXED ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS SINCE THE 1980’S AND THIS COMMITTEE HAS 
SINCE SUPPORTED CONCENSUS DECISIONS JOINTLY PUT TO IT BY THE UK AND SPAIN.  I HAVE NO DOUBT 
THAT THIS YEAR’S STATEMENT WILL BE ASKING THIS COMMITTEE TO ENDORSE THE CORDOBA AGREEMENTS 
WHICH PROVIDE FOR THE SUSPENSION OF SOME OF THE REMAINING RESTRICTIONS. 
  
THE RESTRICTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN IN PLACE WERE INTENDED TO INHIBIT OUR PURSUIT OF SELF-
DETERMINATION.  IT HAS TAKEN SPAIN NO LESS THAN 40 YEARS TO DISCOVER THAT THEIR  STRATEGY WAS 
NOT WORKING.  HOWEVER, THE QUESTION OF GIBRALTAR, IS NOT HERE FOR YOU TO MONITOR HOW SPANISH 
RESTRICTIONS AGAINST OUR TERRITORY ARE FAREING. 
  
WE ARE HERE FOR THE SAME REASON AS THE OTHER REMAINING COLONIES.  FOR YOU TO MONITOR OUR 
PROGRESS TOWARDS ACHIEVING A FULL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT.  FOR THE UN TO EVALUATE THAT 
PROGRESS, THE UK, HAS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH A REPORT, NOT ON HOW WELL IT IS GETTING ON WITH SPAIN 
IN THE TRIPARTATE FORUM, BUT ON WHAT IT PROPOSES TO DO ABOUT THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION IT HAS 
NEGOTIATED WITH US. 
  
I TOLD YOU A YEAR AGO THAT WE DID NOT AGREE WITH THE UK’S POSITION THAT DECOLONIZATION WAS A 
MATTER FOR THE TERRITORY AND THE UK AND NOT FOR THE UN TO JUDGE AND DECIDE.  HOWEVER, WE 
HAVE PROCEEDED BILATERALLY WITH THE UK AS THE SECOND BEST OPTION, BECAUSE THERE HAS BEEN NO 
EVIDENCE OF THE UN WANTING TO INVOLVE ITSELF. 
  
YOUR INFORMATION DEPARTMENT LEAFLET PROVIDES THE CLEAREST POSSIBLE GUIDELINES ON HOW THE 
DECOLONIZATION PROCESS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED.  IT ALSO MAKES CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT AN ACT OF 
SELF-DETERMINATION MEANS THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE COLONY DECIDE THE FUTURE STATUS OF THEIR 
HOMELAND.  IT SAYS THE PROCESS BY WHICH THE RIGHT IS EXERCISED IS KNOWN AS DECOLONIZATION.  WE 
HAVE REPRODUCED ON NATIONAL DAY THIS YEAR AND DISTRIBUTED TO EVERY FAMILY IN GIBRALTAR, THE 
TEXT THAT EXPLAINS THIS. 
  
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS STATED PUBLICLY THAT THE VOTE IN THE PROPOSED REFERENDUM TO BE 
HELD IN GIBRALTAR LATER THIS YEAR, CONSTITUTES AN ACT OF SELF-DETERMINATION BY THE 
GIBRALTARIAN PEOPLE.  IF THE NEW CONSTITUTION IS ACCEPTED ARE THEY GOING TO COME HERE AND TELL 
YOU WE HAVE BEEN DECOLONIZED?  THERE IS NO SIGN WHATSOVER THAT THIS IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN, 
INSTEAD THE VERY OPPOSITE IS TAKING PLACE. 
  
THEY HAVE ONCE AGAIN COOKED UP A DECISION WHICH LEAVES THE DOOR OPEN FOR FUTURE 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH SPAIN TO SETTLE OUR DECOLONIZATION.  THE EXCUSE THEY GIVE FOR NOT COMPLYING 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER ON DECOLONIZATION, IS TO SHIFT THE BLAME TO YOU.  LET ME 
MAKE CLEAR THAT WE DO NOT AGREE WITH THEM OR INDEED THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT, THAT THE 
CRITERIA FOR DECOLONIZATION ARE ANTIQUATED OR THAT THEY HAVE BEEN UNILATERALLY INVENTED BY 
THE C. 24. 
  



WE FULLY ENDORSE AND ACCEPT THE STATEMENT SETTING OUT THE POSITION UNDER THE UN CHARTER, 
WHICH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE C. 24 MADE IN JUNE.  WE WELCOME THE FACT THAT THE COMMITTTEE IS 
LOOKING AT GIBRALTAR’S CASE WITH EXACTLY THE SAME CRITERIA IN MIND AS IT WOULD ANY OTHER 
TERRITORYS’ DECOLONIZATION.  THAT IS HOW IT SHOULD BE AND WHAT WE HAVE ALWAYS WANTED. 
  
AS CHAIRMAN HUNTE RIGHTLY POINTED OUT, DELISTING IS NOT THE OBJECTIVE, IT IS THE CONSEQUENTIAL 
OUTCOME OF DECOLONIZATION.  SINCE THERE IS A LIST OF COLONIES, WHEN A TERRITORY CEASES TO BE 
ONE SUCH COLONY THROUGH THE EXERCISE OF SELF-DETERMINATION BY ITS PEOPLE, THEN BY DEFINITIOIN 
IT NO LONGER QUALIFIES TO REMAIN ON THE LIST.  THE UK CONSIDERS NOT JUST THAT OUR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THEM IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION IS NO LONGER COLONIAL, THEY EVEN THINK THIS ABOUT THE 
EXISTING RELATIONSHIP  UNDER  THE 1969 CONSTITUTION. INDEED, THEY GO FURTHER AND SAY THE SAME IS 
TRUE OF ALL THE OTHER 9 COLONIES FROM PITCAIRN TO BERMUDA WITH WHATEVER CONSTITUTIONS THEY 
HAPPEN TO HAVE.  THIS IS UTTER NONSENSE AND THEY KNOW IT. 
  
THEY HAVE ALSO SAID LAST YEAR THAT BECAUSE THEY ABSTAINED IN 1960 ON THE VOTE ON RESOLUTION 
1541, THEY ARE NOT BOUND BY IT.  WELL, WE ALL KNOW THAT THEY ARE BOUND BY THE CHARTER TO WHICH 
THEY HAVE SIGNED UP AND ALL THAT RESOLUTION 1541 REALLY DOES, IS EXPLAIN AND EXPAND ON WHAT 
ARE CLEAR CHARTER OBLIGATIONS. 
  
LAST YEAR, YOU HAD IN THE DECISION BEFORE YOU, FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, A REFERENCE TO “OTHER 
APPLICABLE PRINCIPLES”.   AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, THE ONLY PRINCIPLE APPLICABLE TO 
DECOLONIZATION IS THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND THUS THERE ARE NO OTHER APPLICABLE 
PRINCIPLES WHATSOEVER.  IT SEEMS, HOWEVER, THAT THE UK SAYS ONE THING TO SPAIN, ONE THING TO US 
AND SOMETHING ELSE TO YOU.  THEY SEEM TO BE HAVING TRIPARTATE TALKS ALL BY THEMSELVES. 
  
IN THE LIGHT OF THESE CONTRADICTIONS, WHERE THEY TRY TO GIVE COMFORT TO SPAIN IN A MANNER 
INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR CHARTER OBLIGATIONS AND INCOMPATIBLE WITH THEIR STATEMENTS IN 
PARLIAMENT AND TO THE GIBRALTARIAN PEOPLE, THE EVENTS IN THE NEAR FUTURE WILL INEVITABLY TAKE 
THEM TO A POINT WHERE THEY WILL HAVE TO UPSET SPAIN AND DEFEND OUR DECOLONIZATION OR BE 
SHOWN NOT TO BE DELIVERING ON WHAT THEY HAVE PROMISED. 
  
AS IT IS, THEY ALREADY STAND EXPOSED BEFORE YOU AND OUR PEOPLE TODAY.   IS SPAIN LYING WHEN IT 
SAYS THAT OUR INTERNATIONAL STATUS WILL NOT BE  CHANGED BY THE NEW CONSTITUTION?  IS IT LYING 
WHEN IT SAYS THAT MATTER REMAINS TO BE NEGOTIATED BILATERALLY WITH THEM? THEY HAVE SAID SO IN 
WRITING TO UK AND UK HAS NOT REJECTED THEIR STATEMENTS.  IS THAT WHY THE QUESTION IS STILL 
BEFORE YOU TODAY AND IS THIS FARCE GOING TO CONTINUE WITH THE CONNIVANCE OF THE UK. THE UK 
HAS THE OBLIGATION TO SAY HERE WHAT IT SAYS TO US AND DEFEND HERE THE POSITION IT ASSURES US 
THAT IT HOLDS. 
  
NO TERRITORY HAS EVER BEEN DECOLONISED ON THE BASIS OF INVENTED SELF-SERVING DEFINITIONS.  
THERE IS NOT A DE-JURE AND A DE FACTO ROUTE.  THERE IS ONLY ONE ROUTE.  
  
TERRITORIES DO NOT EMERGE FROM COLONIAL RULE BY HAVING MODERN AND MATURE RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH COLONIAL POWERS.   
  
AS CHAIRMAN HUNTE RIGHTLY SAID IN JUNE, DECOLONIZATION IS ONLY POSSIBLE BY ATTAINING A FULL 
MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT.  WE ARE CONVINCED THAT IF THERE ARE DEFECTS IN THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL TEXT WHICH MAKE IT FALL SHORT OF WHAT IS REQUIRED, THIS CAN BE ADDRESSED AND 
PUT RIGHT. IT SHOULD BE DONE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH UN GUIDELINES INVOLVING LONDON, GIBRALTAR AND 
THE C.24. 
  
THE UK SHOULD BE TELLING THIS COMMITTEE WHAT STEPS THEY ARE GOING TO TAKE TO COMPLETE THE 
DECOLONIZATION PROCESS AND SEEK TO INVOLVE THE UN. 
  
TO DO THAT, THEY WOULD NEED TO GO FURTHER THAN THEY HAVE DONE TO DATE WITH SPAIN AND TELL 
THEM THAT THEY HAVE NO ROLE WHATSOEVER TO PLAY IN OUR DECOLONIZATION. 
  
THIS IS WHAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE TOLD THEM IN TWO REFERENDA SEPARATED BY 35 YEARS, IN NO 
UNCERTAIN TERMS. 
  
LET ME MAKE CLEAR TO YOUR EXCELLENCIES, TO SPAIN, AND TO THE UK FOREIGN OFFICE THAT TRIPARTITE 
GOODIES FROM OUR NEIGHBOUR ARE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR DECOLONIZATION AND THAT WE WILL NOT STOP 
UNTIL THE UK COMPLETES AND HONOURS ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE CHARTER, TO THE POINT WHERE WE 
CEASE TO BE COVERED BY ARTICLE 73e. 
  
MR CHAIRMAN, I DO NOT EXPECT THAT THIS COMMITTEE WILL DO ANYTHING OTHER THAN RECORD THE UK 
AND SPANISH VIEWS, AS REFLECTED IN THE CONCENSUS DECISION BEFORE YOU.  BUT I AM NONETHELESS 



GRATEFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY THIS GIVES ME, TO DISTANCE, FROM THE DECISION YOU ARE ABOUT TO 
TRANSMIT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY A SUBSTANTIAL PART OF THE TERRITORY’S PEOPLE FOR WHOM I 
SPEAK, AND WHOSE COMMITMENT TO DECOLONIZATION IS TOTAL AND WILL NOT CHANGE. 
  
HOW AND WHEN THE DECOLONIZATION REFERENDUM WILL TAKE PLACE HAS NOT YET BEING DECIDED OR 
WHO CAN VOTE. WE SHALL CAMPAIGN FOR THE UN GUIDELINES TO BE ADHERED TO AND THAT NECESSARILY 
MEANS THAT THE ONLY PEOPLE THAT CAN BE ASKED TO DECIDE THE TERRITORY’S FUTURE, ARE THE 
GIBRALTARIAN PEOPLE WHO ARE THE ONLY ONES, AS A COLONIAL PEOPLE, ENTITLED TO EXERCISE THE 
RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION. 
  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION, MR CHAIRMAN, I WILL BE HAPPY TO DEAL WITH ANY QUESTIONS.  

 


